
 

Dear Auxiliary Sisters and Brothers, 

 

As we go forward into the 2022-2023 program year, I want to thank each one of you for all you 

do for our veterans and their families. We have faced many challenges with the COVID and you 

have shown your dedication by pushing onward. Fingers crossed … things keep improving. 

 

It is exciting to be coming together at “School of Instruction” where our Department Officers and 

Chairmen can give you the tools and information for the programs.  

 

We work really hard supporting our veterans. Be proud of the work you and your auxiliary have 

done and report it. This information get compiled at the national level and presented to Congress. 

It reminds them that they have a very large and veteran friendly group that voices it priorities.  

You may here this a few time today “Report… Report… Report!”  

 

A great way to track your work is keep a calendar and write it down as you do it and include all 

the information needed for the reports. Then when it is time to do your reports… you have it all 

there. Just total it and Report! 

 

We need to always remember our “why” we joined. My “why” is my Grand Father who was a 

Vietnam Veteran. I also thank every veteran for their service. You are appreciated! 

 

I have always seen my year as being a fun year. I think that when people are having fun it draws 

other people to us, because they want to know why we are having so much fun. This and the fact 

that I am from Louisiana is why I chose Mardi Gras as my theme.  There will be some challenges 

that we will face, which is why I want you to remember to “Let the Good times roll with the 

Veterans”. The “Fleur de Lis” is the Flower of Lilly.  

 

Let us strive to get the word out to as many members and veterans as we can. As we are having 

fun this year we also need to be mindful of attracting new members. This is the life blood of our 

great organization. In addition to serving our veterans this is why I joined, because I was having a 

good time. We can achieve these goals by all working the programs and reporting! I know you do 

the work so put it in the reports and together we can make Maryland Proud! 

 

Mentors… They have so much to share. I want to THANK my mentors and I will continue asking 

for their help. I could not do this without the help I have received from my many mentors. If you 

are struggling with your position, don’t get frustrated and quit, ask for help. I have assigned some 

mentors to help some of the new chairman to be set up for success. I have no problem finding more 

mentors. We have a lot of talent that is just waiting to be asked for their help. Be sure to ask for 

their help 

 



 

Our Department Program Chairman have organized their programs. Please go over these with your 

auxiliary and your program chairperson. You can go to www.vfwauxiliary.org  and to our 

Department website www.vfwauxmd.org  to find these programs. You will also find tools and 

information to help you at these sites. 

 

Our Department Secretary Libby DallaTezza will send out the monthly mailers that she receives 

from the Program Chairmen. Please be sure to give them to your chairmen. If you need help... 

contact the program chairman. We are here to help. Please feel free to contact me! 

 

I have chosen “Truckin 4 Troops” as my President’s Special Project. This was a group that I have 

supported in other areas of my life. They also have a great association with Home Depot. Those 

of you that have been to my post. The deck outside was a result of working with Truckin 4 Troops. 

  

History: In December 2010, the group knew that they wanted to help American military 

servicemen and women and their families in any way that they could. They started with the thought 

of helping out a military family who was struggling financially and help them with their Christmas 

gifts. That led to discussing ways to show military families and veterans that they appreciate those 

who have sacrificed for our country.                                                          

 

Their WHY:  To support Military Families, Wounded Warriors, and Veterans! A desire to give 

the ultimate thank you for their service and empower them to know that fellow Americans are 

appreciative of what they do to defend our country.                                                

 

Truckin4Troops Impact:  Since 2010, the group have helped out thousands of service members 

and their families with everyday struggles and beyond. They have taken it as their duty to step up 

to the plate and sacrifice whatever it takes to recognize those who have made the ultimate sacrifices 

for our country 

 

All donations for President’s Special Project are to be sent to VFW Auxiliary Department 

Treasurer Carole Betro. Be sure to keep Sheila Justice aware of what you are send in to Carole.  

 

THANK YOU to my officers and my program chairman for all you do for this great organization. 

I’m excited to be working together with each one of you for our veterans and their families. Thank 

you for joining my team! Looking forward to a fun and successful year! 

 

“Laissez les bons temps rouler avec les vétérans “ 

“Let the Good times roll with the Veterans” 

Wayne LaFleur 

Dept President 

VFW Auxiliary 

Department of Maryland 

http://www.vfwauxiliary.org/
http://www.vfwauxmd.org/



